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1.0 Recommendation 
 
1.1 The Standards Committee is requested to note the Standards Committee 

(Further Provisions) (England) Regulations 2009 which came into force on 
15 June 2009.   

 
1.2 The Standards Committee is requested to note guidance received from the 

Standards Board for England on the granting of dispensations.   



THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE (FURTHER PROVISIONS) (ENGLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2009 – GUIDANCE FROM THE STANDARDS BOARD FOR 

ENGLAND ON THE GRANTING OF DISPENSATIONS 
 

 
1.0 Purpose of Report 
 
1.1 To advise the Standards Committee of the Standards Committee (Further 

Provisions) (England) Regulations 2009 which came into force on 15 June 
2009 and which make provision for directions to be made by the Standards 
Board for England for an Authority’s initial assessment functions to be 
suspended and undertaken by another body; the establishment of joint 
Standards Committees and for Standards Committees to grant dispensations 
allowing Members to speak and vote at a meeting when they have a 
prejudicial interest.  The report also advises the Standards Committee of 
guidance received from the Standards Board for England on the granting of 
dispensations.   

 
 
2.0 The Standards Committee (Further Provisions) (England) Regulations 

2009 
 
2.1 The Standards Committee (Further Provisions) (England) Regulations 2009 

make further amendments to the ethical framework.  The regulations came 
into force on 15 June 2009 and deal with the suspension of initial assessment 
functions: joint Standards Committees and the granting of dispensations.   

 
2.2 The Standards Board for England has also issued guidance on the granting of 

dispensations under the new regulations and a copy of this guidance is 
appended to this report.   

 
 Suspension of Initial Assessment Functions 
 
2.3 The regulations set out circumstances in which functions of the Standards 

Committee may be suspended and exercised by another body.  The body 
exercising the functions of an Authority’s Standards Committee will be either 
the Standards Board for England or the Standards Committee of another local 
authority.   

 
2.4 A direction can be made where an authority has:- 
 

(a) Failed to have regard to guidance issued by the Standards Board 
(b) Failed to comply with the direction issued by the Standards Board 
(c) The Standards Committee has failed to carry out its functions within a 

reasonable time period or in a reasonable manner 
(d) The Monitoring Officer has failed to carry out functions within a 

reasonable time period or in a reasonable manner 
(e) The Authority or its Standards Committee has invited the Standard 

Board to make a direction.   
 
2.5 The regulations provide that before making a direction the Standards Board 

serves a notice of its intention to serve a direction.  The notice is served on 
the Chair of the Standards Committee and the Monitoring Officer.  The 
Standards Board are required to give reasons as to why it intends to give a 



direction and the Authority has the opportunity to submit its observations on 
the intention to serve a direction to the Standards Board.   

 
2.6 The notice of intention and any direction must be given in writing.  The 

direction will specify the date from which it takes effect, the reason why it has 
been given and the identity of the body which will deal with the initial 
assessment functions of the Standards Committee. 

 
2.7 Once a direction is made it must be publicised.  The body specified in the 

direction can be amended and there are provisions for the direction to be 
revoked.  The effect of a direction is that the body specified undertakes the 
initial assessment decisions of the Standards Committee and reviews of 
decisions not to take further action in connection with complaints.   

 
 Joint Standards Committees 
 
2.8 The regulations make provisions to enable two or more relevant authorities to 

establish Joint Standards Committees to perform any functions under the 
ethical framework.  They permit authorities to decide which functions they 
wish to be exercised by a Joint Standards Committee and require terms of 
reference to be agreed and sent to the Standards Board specifying which 
functions are to be exercised by the Joint Committee.   

 
 Dispensations 
 
2.9 The 2009 Regulations revoke the Relevant Authorities (Standards 

Committees) (Dispensations) Regulations 2002 which previously governed 
the granting of dispensations.   

 
2.10 A dispensation allows a Member to speak and vote at a meeting when they 

have a prejudicial interest.  The criteria for granting these dispensations is 
now contained in Regulation 17 of the 2009 Regulations which provides that a 
dispensation can be granted:- 

 
(a) Where more than 50% of the Members who would be entitled to vote a 

meeting are prohibited from voting or 
(b) Where the number of Members that are prohibited from voting at a 

meeting would upset the political balance of the meeting to the extent 
that the outcome of voting would be prejudiced.   

 
2.11 A dispensation cannot be granted to: 
 
 (a)  A Member allowing them to vote in overview and the scrutiny 

committees about decisions made by any body they were a member of 
at the time the decision was taken, and  

 
 (b) a dispensation cannot be given to allow an executive member with a 

prejudicial interest in a item of executive business to take an executive 
decision about it on their own.   

 
2.12 The dispensation granted may apply to just one meeting or it may be 

applicable on an ongoing basis.  The dispensation, however, can not last for 
more than four years.   

 



2.13 Regulation 18 of the 2009 Regulations provide that Standards Committees 
must ensure that records of dispensations are kept.  The guidance issued by 
the Standards Board provides further practical guidance on the process for 
granting dispensations and recording them.   

 
3. Legal Implications 
 
3.1 This report details work undertaken to comply with the ethical framework 

relating to Local Government under Part III of the Local Government Act 
2000. 

 
4. Financial Implications 
 
4.1 The Council is required to provide the Monitoring Officer with sufficient 

resources to undertake her responsibilities.  Provision is made within the 
revenue budget. 

 
5. Equalities Implications 
 
5.1 The Members Code of Conduct contains specific obligations relating to 

equalities.   
 
6. Environmental Implications 
 
6.1 There are no direct environmental implications arising from this report.   
 
 




















